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AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN 

THE taNGDOM OFBELGIUM 

AND 

THE REPUBLlC OF SOUTHAFRIC'A 

ON 

THE GAINFULOCCUPATION 

OF SPOUSES OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR STAFF 
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AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN 
THEKINGDOMOFBELGIUM 

AND 

THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTHAFRICA 

ON 
TIIE GAINFULOCCUPATION 

OF SPOUSES OFDIPLOMATICAND CONSULAR STAFF 

THE RINGDOM OFBELGIDM, 

repre11ented by 

AND 

The Federal Government 

The Flemish Coverurnent 

The Government ofthe Walloon Region 

The Gaverument oftheBrnssels-Capita! Region 

TIIE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOU1H AFRICA 

DESIRING to coneinde an agreement which aims to fucilitate the gainful accupation of ceJ.tain family 
members of persounel of diplomatic missions from thesending State or of consular po.sts ofthe latter 
on the territory ofthe rece:iving State; 

( AGREE on the following: 
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ARTICLEl 
Conditio na 

On a reciprocal basis, the spouse of an employee of t11e sending State is authorized to engage in 
gainful accupation in !he receiving State on the following conditions 

For the purpose of !he presentAgteement; 

(a) "an employee of the sending State" means a diploUlJltic agent, a member of the 
administrative and teehoical staif and of !he setvice staff of !he diplomatic mission 
a.ssigt<ed to !he receivmg State OJ' to international organizations wi!h a seat in the 
receiving State and a consnlar officer; a consular employee and a memher of the service 
staff of !he consular post, who is oot a national or a pennenent resident ofthe receiving 
State; 

{b) "a spouse" means a petsou who the 1ecervmg State has Iecogrrized as sneb, 
accompanying an employee ofthe Sending State and who isnot anational or a permanent 
resident of the receiving State, and includes a legal partner; 

(e) "Diplomatie Convention" means the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 
1961; 

( d) "Consular Convention" means the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations of 1963. 

l.3 U pon application, a spouse shall be authorised toengage in gainful occupatwn foom the time of 
assignment of the employee of the sending State, until the time of conclusion of the term of the 
assignment. 

1.4 Autllorisation for a spouse to engage m gamful occupation shalllapse on the date: 

(a) that the employee of the sending State's assignment terminlltes; or 

(b) the spouse ceases to have the status of a member of the fumily. 

1.5 Aurhorisation fur a spouse to engage in gainful occupation is given in accordance with the laws 
(llld regulations in fmce in the receiving State and shall not imply exemption from any legal or 
other Iequirements which apply to any gainfnl occupation, witether relating to personal 
charactenstlCS, professional or txade qualJflCI!tlons or otherwise which the individual concemed 
must possess to eugage iu such occUpation. 

ARTICLE2 
Immuuity ft·om Civil aud Administrative Jurisdiction 

2 I In the case of a spouse enjoying immunity fi"Om the ei vil and administrative jurisdiction ofthe 
receiving State in aceoManee with the Diplomatic Conveution, the Consular Convention or any 
otller applicable international instrlllllent, this immunity shall not apply in respect of auy act 
carried out in the course of the gainful accupation and falling within the civilaud administrative 
law ofthe 1-eceiviug State. 
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2.2 In such a case, thesending State shall also waive the immunity fwm execution of any sentence 
against such a spouse. 

ARTICLE3 

Immunity from Crimin al Jurisdiction 

In the ca.~e of a spouse enjoying immunity from the criminal jurisdiction of tbc re<:eiving State in 
accordance with the Diplomalle Convention, the Commlm· Convention or any other applicable 
intemational instrument 

(a) thesending State shall waive the irnmumty fi:om the cnrninaljurisdiction enjoyed by the 
spouse with regard to the receiving State in respect of any actor omission arising from 
the gainful occupation, e:xcept in special instanoes where thesending State considers that 
such a waiver could be conlra!y to lts own interest.s; and 

(b) sneb a walver of Jmmunity fi·om criminal jurisdiction shilllUlt be oonstrued as e~tending 
to immunity fium execution of the sentence, for which a separate waiver shall he 
Ieq_uired. In !he case of such a request, the s~ndiug State shall give serious consideL·ation 
to !he request of !he receiving State. 

ARTICLE4 

Taxation and Social Secnrity Regimes 

( In accordance wi!h !he provisions of !he Diplomatic Convention, !he Comnlar Convention 01· of any 
other applicable international instrument, a spouse shall he subject to the taxation and social security. 
1egimes app\icable in the 1eceiving State for all matters conneeled to their gainful accupation in that 
SMo. 
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ARTICLE5 

Procedure• 

5.1 All requests for authorisation to engage in gaioful occupRtion sha\1 be sent, on beltalf of !he 
spouse, by !he Embassy of !he sending State to !he State Protocol at !he Department of 
International Relations and Cooperation of the Republic of Sollth Mica or to the Protocol 
Division of the Pederal Publio Service Foreign Affairs, Foreign Tmde and Development 
Coopemtion of !he Kingdom ofBelgium as applicable. 
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5.2 Upon verification that the mdividual is a spouse withitl the scope of this Agreement and 
processing of the official request, the Bmbassy of the sending State shall be informed by the 
govemment of the receiving State that the spouso is eligible for gainful occupation. 

5.3 The procedures foliowed shall be applied in a way that enables the spouse toengage in gainful 
accupation as soorr as possible. fu this regani !he forrnalities for authorisation to take up gainful 
accupation shall be issued expeditiously. 

ARTICLE6 
D11ration and Termination 

Ihis Agreement shall nomain in fm·oo for au indefinite period, with either Party being able to terminate 
it at rmy time by giving sîx (6) months' notice in writing to the other Party. 

ARTICLE7 
Repatriatiou of Funds 

Persons authorized toenter into gainful accupation within !he fmmework ofthis Agreement shall he 
allowed to repattia'te their renumeration for such accupation from the territory of !he state of the Party 
where !he oooupation is engaged in, in accordance with !he conditions laid down for foreign workers 
in the dornestic law of such state. 

ARTICLE8 
En try into Force 

This Agreement shall enter into fu1ce on the flrst day of the secoud month following the date of 
ex:change of the last notlficatwn of the completion of the necessary constitutional and legal 
procedures. 

IN WJTNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, bemg duly fU!thorised thereto by their 1·espective 
Govermnents, have signed this Agreement. 
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DONE at Pretoria this , /~Ik day of .. .}M.<~~tM.t.: .............. 2016, in two original copies, each in 
the French, Dutch and English laoguag~ach text being equally authentic. 

FOR THE KIN GD OM OFBELGWM: 

represented by: 
The Federal Government: 

Tlte Flemish Gove!'llment: 

FOR TRE REPUBLIC 
OF SOUTHAFRICA: 



( 
The Government ofth0 Walloon Re'gion: 

( The Government 
of the Bm!l~els-Capital Region: 

( 
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