
fRAMEWORK AGREEMENT 

THE WORLO HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
(he rein aft er refcrrcd to as "WHO") 

And 

T HE FLEMISH GOVERNMENT 
(KlNGDOM OF BELGlUM) 

(herein after referred to as the "Fiemish Govemmenr") 



I. OBJECTIVE AND AREASOF COOPERATION 

l. I. Objective 

The objective ofthis Framework Agreement is to promo te joint actions aiming at: 

- the achievemem of the Millennium Developrnent Goals (MDGs), established 
subsequem to the Millenniurn Dcclaration of the United Nationsof September 2000, with 
particular relerenee to the health-related MDGs, 

- the implementation of the commitments made in tl1e Paris Declaration on Aid 
Effectiveness, reatlinning strengthening partner countries' national developmen! 
strategies and associated operational frameworks, 

through enhanced collaboration, with a pa11icular focus on the region and countries of the 
Soulhem African Development Community (SADC). 

1.2. Guiding principlcs 

WHO and the Flemish Govemment are intensifying their collaboration at alllevels and in 
partictil ar are developing innovative ways of programming at the regionat and country 
levels in relationship with the WHO General Programme of Work and its Medium-Term 
Strategie Plan. 

Recognizing the need to continue developing effective ways to strengthen joint action 
and drawing upon their respective institutional strengths, WHO and the Flemish 
Govemment will: 
• lntensify collaboration at t.hc headquarters/capital. regionat and country levels; 

Together with their partners, align their work with the directions provided by the 
World llealth Assembly and WIJO's Medium-Tenn Strategie Plan: 

• Endeavour to ensure their joint aid activities produce tangible results in 
accordance with agreed targets and indicators; and 
Systematically monitor performance and evaluate outcomes aftheir actions. 

1.3. Rol es and responsibi I i ties 

In working collaboratively. both parties agree to: 
Support the implementation of public health programmes and activities aiming at 
strengthcning health systcms in the SADC region, with specific attention for 
fami ly and community health, prevention ofill-health and hcalth promotion; 
Facilitate donor harmonization, strengthen technica) assistsnee and imprave 
global and regionat advocacy; 
Encourage and mobilize commitment of leaders from various sectors and help 
facilitatc political leadership at thc national and regionallevcls; 
ldentify and promote the sharing of experiences at country and regionat levels 
and encourage best practice and support to teehoical resource networks; 
Support the generation of knowledge and evidence and their use for 
strengthening pol icies and programmes within countries: and 
Pursue the rnobi I i zation of additional resources, both technica) and financial, to 
support pubtic health initiatives in the SADC region. 
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WHO wil i propose for possible support by the Flemish Govemment projects/programmes 
focussing, in particular, on the prevention of ill-health among the people of the SADC 
Reg ion. 

The Flemish Govemment will: 
lmegrate WHO's priorities and guidance in policy notes; 
Share infonnation on projectslprogrammes pursued in the SADC region and 
ensure the appropriate involvement of WHO Country Offices; and 
Consicter WHO's submilled proposals for funding. 

11. COORDI!'IATION, MONITORING and REVIEW 

11.1. WHO and the Flemish Government undertake to mainta.in open and effective channels of 
communication. Dialogue between WHO and the Flemish Government will involve 
WHO Headquaners. Rcgional and Country Offices as well as the Flemish Department of 
Foreign Affairs and the Flanders International Cooperation Agency. 

11.2. WHO and the Flemish Govemment wi ll focus on the effectiveness of their collaborative 
efforts and their impact at country level when monitoring this Framework Agreement. 

11.3. In order to review the collaboration under this Framework Agreement, there will be 
annual consultations between the WHO Secretarialand the Flemish Government. When 
appropriate, the Flemish Govemment will join multi-donor consultations organized by 
the WHO Secretariat. 

UI. FINANC lAL MODALITIES 

111.1. Voluntary contributions made by the Flemish Government to WHO are used in the areas 
of cooperation defined in Artiele I, responding to priorities as set fonh in WHO's 
Programme and Budget approved by WHO's Governing Bodies. They will contribute to 
the implcmemation of activities to be agreed between WHO and the Flemish Govemment 
and outlined in a document for each such Project or Programme (herein after referred to 
as the "Project/Programme"). 

111.2. Each voluntary contribution will be concluded through a "Letter of Commitment" to be 
sent by the Flemish Gaverrunent to WHO and will be subject to agreement by WHO 
through an acceptance letter from WHO. 

111.3. "Project/l'rogramme" Responsibility period 

( 1) WHO shall be responsible for the implementation and the monitoring of the 
Project/Programme and shall consult the Flemish Government prior to effecting 
major changes between categoriesof cxpenditure that may be found necessary in 
the course of impierneming the activities. 

(2) The Flemish Govemment shall be responsible for the provision of funds to WHO 
tor the Project/Programme, in accordance with thc terms of this Agreement and 
as set fonh in the Flemish Government's Letter of Conunitment and WHO's 
acceptance letter. 
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111.4. Financial arrangements 

( I) Schedule of payments 

The Flemish Govemment's cont1ibutions shall be paid in advance to cover at 
least one year's operations. The initia) instalment shall be paid upon receipt of 
the acceptance letter from WHO. Further instalment(s) shall be made after the 
submission of technica! and financial programmatic reports as per Artiele 111.6 
below. 

(2) Payment of contribution 

Contributions shall be deposited in WHO"s Geneva bank account in Euro: 

World Health ()rganization 
Ale no. 2-10- C0/69920. I 
(/BAN - CH85002./02./0C"0/69920/ -SWJFT- UBSWCHZH 12AJ 
UBSAG 
C. P. 2600 
CH 12/ I Geneva 2. Switzerlcmd 

(3) Utilization of funds and accounting 

(i) The contribution shall be used for the purposes indicated in the Flemish 
Government's Lener of Commitment as accepted by WHO and shall be 
administercd in accordance with the Financial Regulations and Rules, 
and financial and administrative ntles and practices of WHO. 

(ii) Under this Agreement. the applicable percentage (13% or other 
authori::ed rate) of e.xpenditure wiJl be deducted by WHO to cover 
administrative costs related to administering the funds, based on World 
Health Assembly Resolutions. 

(ii i) Any interest eamed on the cash balance ofthe contri bution shall be used 
in accordance with WHO Financial Regulations and Rules. and financial 
and administrative rules and practices of WHO. 

(iv) locome and expenditure recorded in respect of the contribut ion shall be 
identified and kept separately by WHO in the relevant account of its 
Voluntary Fund for Health l'romotion or relevant Trust Fund. 

(v) Any balance of the con[ribution that is outStanding at the time of 
completion of the Project/Programme, or of terminstion of this 
Agreement, and after all obl igations by WHO prior to completion or 
tennination have been fully liquidated, shall be reprogrammed in 
agreement with the Flemish Government. 
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111.5. "Project/Programme" lmplementation period 

The staJting and completion dates of each Project/P,·ogramme shall be defined in the 
Flemish Govemment's Lener ofCommitment as acc.cpted by WHO. 

WHO shall have no obligation to implementthe activities related toa Project/Programme 
unless all necessary and sumcient funds for t.he implementation have been received by 
WHO. lf the starting date is postponed for that reason. the completion date of the 
Project/Programmeshall be extended accordingly. A period of up to twelve months shall 
be allowed a fier completion of an activity. or of any terminstion of this Agreement. to 
liquidate all obligations for activities compieled by WHO prior to completion or 
termination. 

111.6. "Project/Programme" Reporting 

WHO shall transmil to the Flemish Government annual teehilical and financial 
programmatic repons on the progress in the activities financed by the Flemish 
Govemmcnt's contributions. 

The income and expenditure recorded in respect of the contribut i ons shall be indicated in 
the WHO Financial Repons submitted to t'he World Health Assembly on an annual and 
biennial basis. A copy of these CCJtified and audited repons shall bc transmitted to the 
Flemish Govenunent. 

111.7. Audit 

lt is understood that all contributions to WHO are subject exclusively to its intemal and 
extemal auditing procedures. The Exte111al Auditors' ceJtification of accountS and audit 
report is made available to the World Health Assembly on a biennial basis. The Flemish 
Govemment shall receive a copy. 

111.8. Acknowledgement 

WHO wi ll make an appropriate acknowledgement of the Flemish Government's 
contributions in any of its publications emanating from the Project/Programme, or in 
reports that are usually made available to its Member States. 

IV. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

I V.I. The Framework Agreementshall enter into force on 1 st August 2008. 

IV.2. The Framework Agreementshall remain in force unless terminaled by mutual agreement 
or by one party tenninating the Framework Agreement by six months wrinen notice to 
the other party. 

IV.3. In the case of terminalion of this Framework Agreement or of a project, and unless the 
parties agree otherwise, WHO will continue to hold any unutilized contribution for a 
period nor excceding one year to ensure that all prior commitments and liabilities 
incurred in implementation ofthe project have been satisfied. 
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IV.4. Any di spute relating to the interpretation or application of this Framework Agreement 
shall, unless amic.ably senled, be subject to conciliation. In the evem of failure of the 
laner. the dispute shall be senled by arbitration. The arbitration shall be conducted in 
accordance with the modalities to be agreed upon by the parties, or in the absence of 
agreement, with the UNCITRAL Rules o f Al'bitration. The parties shall accept the 
arbitral award as final. 

IV.S. Nothing in or relating to this Framework Agreement or any related project shall imply the 
obi i gation of WHO to submit to any national legislation or jurisdiction. or be deemed a 
waiver of any of the privileges and immunities of WHO in conformity with the 
Convention on the Privileges and lmmunities of the Specialized Agencies approved by 
the General Assembly ofthe United Nations on November 2 I, I 947 or otherwisc under 
any national or intenlationallaw, convention or agreement. 

Geneva. 9 Apri l 2008 

Accepted on behalf of 
the Flemish Government 

Mr Geen Bourgeois 
Mi ister of Foreign Alfairs 

Accepted on behalf of 
the World Health Organization 

Dr Margaret Chan 
Di rector General 
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